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Bob Appling Receives “Excellence in Education” Award
BOWLING GREEN, KY. (March 8, 2010) – The Kentuckiana Chapter of the Associated Builders and Contractors, Inc. announced that Bob Appling received  the “Excellence in Education” Award at its annual “Building America” Construction Awards of Excellence on January 29th.  Mountjoy Chilton Medley presented the award, which recognizes individuals who, among other things, encourage the celebration of opportunities in construction, enhance the Industry image, and take an active role in education in their community. 

Bob currently serves as Executive Director of the Bowling Green-Warren County Contractors Licensing Board and has more than 50 years experience in the construction industry. 

He is originally from Auburn, Kentucky, and joined the United States Marine Corp in 1956, after graduating from High School. He began his construction career as an apprentice pipefitter in 1958 upon an honorable discharge and he advanced to a Journeyman and on to a Foreman by 1963.  By 1967, Bob was Job Superintendent on large pipefitting projects in and outside of the state of Kentucky. 

Bob Appling was hired as the Executive Director for the newly formed Bowling Green – Warren County Contractors Licensing Board in 1992. He was charged with the task of getting the program up and running. He began by licensing 647 Specialty Contractors and 230 General Contractors in the first year. This number has continued to grow over the years under his leadership. In 2009 the Contractors Licensing Board issued 426 General Contractors Licenses and 1737 Specialty Contractors Licenses.

Under Appling’s leadership the Contractors Licensing Board began working with the Associated Builders and Contractors in 1997 in an effort to improve the skills of area construction craftsmen through training and education. The programs offered by ABC, and supported by the Contractors Licensing Board, currently provide apprenticeship training in the electrical and plumbing trades.  

For more information, please visit www.kyanaabc.com, or call the Bowling Green office, located at 1217 Broadway, at (270) 843-1866. 

About the Associated Builders and Contractors of Kentuckiana 

Associated Builders and Contractors of Kentuckiana, Inc. is a construction trade association that promotes the principles of free enterprise, based on the belief that construction projects should be awarded on merit to the most qualified and responsible low bidders. ABC Kentuckiana also provides apprentice training in various trades, safety courses and continuing education for licensed contractors.  

ABC Kentuckiana is a full service "merit shop" construction trade association representing over 450 companies throughout Kentucky and 7 counties in southern Indiana. ABC Kentuckiana has 4 regional offices (Louisville, Lexington, Bowling Green and Owensboro) with 12 staff members. The chapter was chartered in 1973 and is part of a federation of 78 chapters with over 25,000 member firms that comprise the national Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc. More information about the chapter is available at http://www.kyanaabc.com. Follow ABC Kentuckiana on Facebook and Twitter (http://twitter.com/ABCKentuckiana).

PHOTO ATTACHED: ABC Kentuckiana President and CEO Billy Parson (left) and Bob Appling (right)
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