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 ABC on House Passage of the Health Care Reform Bill 
Louisville, KY (March 22, 2010) – Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) today released the following statements from ABC Kentuckiana President and CEO Billy Parson and ABC President and CEO Kirk Pickerel on the House passage of the health care reform legislation:

From ABC Kentuckiana President and CEO Billy Parson:

“With so many unknowns regarding the financial impact this legislation will have on the business community, there is little chance that the construction industry will realize substantial improvement in the near future,” said Parson.
From ABC President and CEO Kirk Pickerel:

"While many are calling this bill ‘historic,’ the only thing historic about the health care reform bill is the record level of new taxes and federal government mandates placed on America’s construction industry.
“Not only does this legislation ignore the clear objections of the majority of Americans, but is fails to bend down the cost curve and increases the tax burden on businesses, particularly construction contractors, at a time of record high unemployment. 
“Twenty-seven percent of the construction industry is currently unemployed, and it is truly unconscionable that our elected leaders think that now is the appropriate time for broad new government mandates and infringements on American businesses and a half trillion dollars in new taxes. 
“To truly reform the health care system, Congress must explore every means available to help reduce the cost to the American public, including medical malpractice tort reform and the inclusion of Small Business Health Plans to allow workers in small businesses and the self-employed to join together to obtain the same economies of scale, purchasing clout, and administrative efficiencies from which employees of large employers and union-sponsored plans currently benefit. 
“The choice of 219 House members to ignore the will of the American people last night will have consequences for many of them this November at the polls,” said Pickerel.
About the Associated Builders and Contractors of Kentuckiana 

Associated Builders and Contractors of Kentuckiana, Inc. is a construction trade association that promotes the principles of free enterprise, based on the belief that construction projects should be awarded on merit to the most qualified and responsible low bidders. ABC Kentuckiana also provides apprentice training in various trades, safety courses and continuing education for licensed contractors.  

ABC Kentuckiana is a full service "merit shop" construction trade association representing over 450 companies throughout Kentucky and 7 counties in southern Indiana. ABC Kentuckiana has 4 regional offices (Louisville, Lexington, Bowling Green and Owensboro) with 12 staff members. The chapter was chartered in 1973 and is part of a federation of 77 chapters with over 25,000 member firms that comprise the national Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc. More information about the chapter is available at http://www.kyanaabc.com. Follow ABC Kentuckiana on Facebook and Twitter (http://twitter.com/ABCKentuckiana).
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