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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Associated Builders & Contractors Chili Cookoff Raises Scholarship Funds

LOUISVILLE (Oct. 5, 2009) – Wells Fargo Insurance Services of Kentucky, Inc., won the fourth annual Associated Builders & Contractors Chili-Cook Off, an event held Sept. 30 at the Water Tower in Louisville. Wells Fargo was one of 19 construction-support businesses, contractors and subcontractor groups who competed.

The event raised money toward a scholarship fund at the University of Louisville Speed Engineering School in honor of the late Steve Bilyeu, a partner in the Lloyd Bilyeu Construction Company, who passed away earlier this year. 

The winning chili was chosen by a panel of judges that included Louisville mayoral candidates Tyler Allen, Greg Fischer, Hal Heiner and Chris Thieneman.

“We had an enthusiastic team participating in our favorite ABC event,” said Walt Zolla, the cook of the winning “Texas-style” chili and vice president at the winning company. 

The companies competing for the chili title adopt themes.  The booths are decorated and the cooks and servers prepare and ladle out the chili in character.  This year’s winning theme was Kelley Construction’s “Addams Family” house and characters.  With its red pepper decorated booth and walking Corona bottles, Wells Fargo placed third in the theme competition, giving it the combined title.

Past entries have included themes based on M*A*S*H, The Wizard of Oz, The Big Lebowski and the Flintstones.

“On a daily basis our members deal with the serious issues of putting together the best bids and best teams for customer jobs,” said William Parson, ABC’s President and CEO. “This event gives us an opportunity to have some fun and demonstrate other aspects of our creativity.” 

Associated Builders and Contractors of Kentuckiana is a leading construction trade association that promotes the principles of free enterprise, based on the belief that construction projects should be awarded on merit to the most qualified and responsible low bidders. ABC is the leading open-shop, free enterprise voice for nearly 86,000 construction workers in Kentucky, or 89 percent of the state’s construction workforce. ABC represents approximately 500 companies in Kentucky and seven southern Indiana counties through offices in Louisville, Lexington, Owensboro and Bowling Green.  ABC has 79 chapters nationwide, representing 25,000 firms with more than two million employees.  Learn more at www.kyanaabc.com. 
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